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Bring us Peace 
 
I acknowledge that I speak on land from which the Gadigal people were violently dispossessed. I acknowledge 
that the violence that deprived them of their land is still deeply embedded in the culture of so-called modern 
Australia. We need to learn how to live in peaceful co-existence by walking together and engaging mutually in 
the Makarrata process. 
 
The climate crisis makes the need for peace both within and between nations imperative. As this crisis 
intensifies, co-operation, collaboration and friendship are needed, not competition, animosity or enmity. The 
cry of the world’s people must be “Bring Us Peace!”.  
 
It is impossible to have any interest in peace, without mentioning the role that the USA has played over the past 
77 years of its global primacy. In terms of the peace promised us back in 1945, the USA has been a complete 
failure. Instead of peace it has brought war after war. For the reality is that the USA is a nation that nourishes 
itself through war – and profits handsomely from war. 
 
With regard to the war in Ukraine, there is no doubt that Russia is the aggressor. It has invaded a sovereign 
nation which had not attacked it - and, for that it must be and is being condemned. But the USA and NATO also 
have a lot to answer for. Paraphrasing words of Stuart Rees, whilst it may be that Putin is driven by a perverse 
reading of history and denial of his neighbour’s humanity, the west should acknowledge that the Kremlin was 
justified in perceiving NATO’s advance to Russia’s borders as an unwarranted threat. 
 
Journalist Caitlin Johnstone puts it like this:- 
1. The USA knew that war in Ukraine was coming. 
2. It also knew it could have prevented it by making the reasonable concession of promising not to 

bring Ukraine into NATO, but  
3. It chose not to do so. 
 
John Lander, a past senior Australian bureaucrat, has written “The US has all along wanted this war, to weaken 
Russia”. For the USA cannot tolerate any country coming close to it in military or economic might.  
 
Meanwhile, US-based entities derive profit from the Ukraine war by providing weapons to NATO countries and 
to Ukraine – weapons that will prolong the suffering and war and probably escalate it.  
 
America is a nation that nourishes itself through war. Enormously wealthy transnational corporations hold huge 
influence within the American political system. They profit from endless wars. As the Ukraine war approached, 
their share prices rose dramatically.  
 
And we in Australia are caught up in this. We are buying the Lockheed Martin F35 Joint Strike Fighter. We are 
buying tanks – tanks! – what need do we have for tanks on this continent? And, most expensively of all, under 
the awful AUKUS agreement, we have been persuaded to buy nuclear-powered submarines. It is not in our best 
interests to join the nuclear club - risking nuclear proliferation in our region and increasing existing tensions 
between ourselves and China. 
 
Nor is it just a matter of purchasing hardware. Australia is so enthralled with the USA’s military prowess that we 
have allowed a more-or-less permanent US forward position in Darwin, by entertaining an expanding contingent 
of US marines - part of a US policy of surrounding China with military assets. And, under AUKUS, there will be 
more visits to this country from nuclear-capable, US warships and military aircraft. 
 



I have said it before today and I’ll say it again now:- Australia, like a bull with a ring in its nose, is being led 
meekly down a path that has war at its end. We are not sheltering under the wing of the American eagle. That 
eagle has got us in its talons.  
 
We have heard Peter Dutton say that Australia will join the USA if there is war between that nation and China. 
We are busily arming up, making expensive purchases and expanding the size of the ADF – all with with war with 
China in mind. As a nation we have become convinced that China is a dangerous, potential enemy. Nothing 
could be further from Australia’s true interests. We do not need China as an enemy!  
 
Twenty years ago, many of us saw the approach of war in Iraq. We had numbers and support, but we mobilised 
too late to prevent it. This time we should recognise the pattern earlier. This time we can see the approach of 
war while it is still, thankfully, over the horizon.  
 
The climate crisis is the real threat to our security! We should be making preparations for coping with the 
floods, fires and famines of the future. Instead we are preparing war – something that could, should and must 
be avoided through diplomacy and goodwill. For, if we allow war to take place, through our own actions, we will 
compound the impact of the climate crisis by orders of magnitude.  
 
In more of Stuart Rees’s words, what we need now is passion for peace – what we do not need not is 
preparation for war. For war, itself, is our enemy. 
 
Now is the time for us to give strong voice to the need for peace and in opposition to militarism. Now is the time 
to tell our leaders to sign and ratify the TPNW. Now is the time to tell them that we neither need nor want 
nuclear-powered submarines; that we see AUKUS as more likely to bring war to our doorstep, than keep it away. 
Now is the time to tell them that we fear nuclear proliferation more than we fear the ridiculous notion of a 
Chinese invasion. In the face of the climate crisis, and in the quest for the real security we all need and crave, 
now is the time for us to cry out and demand of our leaders “Bring Us Peace!”.  

 


