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We are standing here today with a very simple message. Ours is a message of peace, ours is a 
message of justice and of solidarity with the people of Palestine. That is our message today, and we 
condemn the war-mongers who want to bring war to the Palestinian people. Our struggle is also 
with the state of Israel, and the leadership of that state, the appalling right-wing cabal that has taken 
charge of Israel and is using the power of that state to abuse the people of Palestine. Our struggle is 
not with Israeli people. Just as Malcom Turnbull does not speak for us, there are many, many good 
people in Israel who have rejected leader Benjamin Netanyahu. We stand with them in solidarity for 
the need of justice for the people of Palestine. 
 
It is unbelievable that our own leader, the Prime Minister, the Opposition Leader, and all the 
resources of Australian tax payers are being used to roll out the welcome mat to Benjamin 
Netanyahu. It’s not going to be in my name, and I think it’s not going to be in your name either. 
Benjamin Netanyahu is a man who is determined to destroy the last chance of peace in Israel and 
Palestine. He is a man who is actively working to undermine the last remnants of credibility for a 
two-state solution. He does not want any part of Palestine to be free and we reject his vision 
entirely.  
 
We hit a new low point just earlier this month when this man - who is being welcomed by our Prime 
Minister - cheered through the Israeli parliament a law that retrospectively legalises the theft of 
Palestinian land. It is effectively a blueprint for the ongoing unlawful, unjust seizure of Palestinian 
land which will now be rubber stamped by the Israeli parliament.  That is shameful, and if for no 
other reason, this is a man who is not welcome in our country. The sense of impunity that the 
current Israeli leadership has - the sense of entitlement that they may do whatever they like to the 
people of Israel and no one will hold them to account - is actually fostered by our own government. 
It is fostered by our government and the statements that we’ve seen from Malcolm Turnbull in the 
last few days … Again, Mr Turnbull, you do not speak for Australia when you justify the abuse of 
Palestinians - never in our name.   
 
A good friend of Israel, a good friend of the Israeli people, would hold up their leadership and 
acknowledge that the UN Security Council had it right when it condemned the increased settlement 
activity of Israel. A decent, human rights-respecting leader of Australia would stand with the United 
Nations and demand that Israel respects UN-mandated laws and that we have justice, and peace, 
and land for Palestinians. That’s what a decent leader would do. 
 
So we come together today to stand against Netanyahu, but also, and more prominently, to stand 
with the people of Palestine and Israel. Peace with justice is what our government should be 
working towards. We should not be playing footsie with a leader who needs to be before the 
international criminal courts, not in our parliament and not meeting with our leaders.  
 
Human rights are universal, and when human rights are being disrespected in our society, we have a 
moral duty to stand up in Sydney, in Australia and demand respect of their rights.  We have a 
message for you Mr Netanyahu: Mr Turnbull does not speak for us. There are more people in Israel 
who you do not speak for.  We stand with the people of Palestine and Israel because it is justice, and 
a just peace, that everyone deserves, and what we will hope for here.   
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