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Is bombing Syria the right strategy? This is the question. 
 
Very obviously, bombing Syria is ‘the strategy of the Right’, but I would say, quite emphatically, that 
that does not make it the right strategy for Australia. 
 
So my one-word answer to the question: Is bombing Syria the right strategy? is NO. 
 
There are many reasons for me feeling this way. I will outline a few of these. 
 
First, we don’t actually know what our military forces are doing, who or what they are bombing. 
Why they are bombing and what the bombing might achieve have never been convincingly 
explained to us. As Anthony Lowenstein has pointed out, Australia’s role in Syria is “shrouded in 
secrecy”.1 Of all the nations involved, Australia is perhaps the most secretive. Whilst the public is 
being kept in the dark, there are good grounds for being suspicious about what the military is 
actually doing in our name – how many civilian casualties they are creating and what is the real 
impact of their operations. 
 
Second, if anything our involvement is doing nothing more than adding to the chaos, destruction, 
hardship and absolute misery that are escalating in Syria and simultaneously, in fact, encouraging 
the growth of the movement we call ISIS.  
 
I would like to read a few paragraphs from George Monbiot’s recent article ‘Surgical Strike’ which 
was published in the Guardian on October 9, 2015. 
 

Every misdirected bomb, every brutal night raid, every non-combatant killed, every lie and 
denial and minimisation is a recruitment poster for those with whom the US is at war. For 
this reason and many others its wars appears to be failing on most fronts. The Taliban is 
resurgent. Isis, far from being beaten or contained, is growing and spreading: into North 
Africa, across the Middle East, and in the Caucasus (a development that Putin’s intervention 
in Syria will only encourage). The more money and munitions the West pours into Syria and 
Iraq, the stronger the insurgents appear to become. And if, somehow, the US and its allies 
did succeed, victory over Isis would strengthen the Assad regime, which has killed and 
displaced even greater numbers. What exactly are the aims here? 
 
By invading Iraq in 2003, destroying its government and infrastructure, dismantling the army 
and detaining thousands of former soldiers, the US, with Britain’s help, created Isis. Through 
bombing, it arguably helps to sustain the movement. Everything it touches now turns to 
dust, either pulverised directly by its drones and bombers, or destroyed through blowback in 
the political vacuums it creates. 
 
There are no simple solutions to the chaos and complexities Western firepower has helped 
to unleash, though a good start would be to stop making them worse. But a vast intelligence 
and military establishment that no president since Carter has sought to control, the 
tremendous profits to be made by weapons companies and military contractors, portrayals 
of these conflicts in the media that serve only to confuse and bamboozle: all help to ensure 
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that armed escalation, however pointless and counter-productive, appears unstoppable. 
Russia’s involvement in Syria is likely to provoke still greater follies.2 

 
For Monbiot, it is folly to add another layer to the chaos already there.   
 
Third, the most compelling reason for concluding that bombing Syria is not the right strategy bears 
some relationship to what Monbiot says in his remark that every misdirected bomb is a recruitment 
poster for those at war with the US. For it is the involvement of the US, and Australia’s relationship 
with the US, that give me the greatest concern. 
 
There is a pattern in Australia’s so-called defence policy. We have involved ourselves, willingly, in 
war after war at the instigation of the US. I’m thinking of many wars following WW2 – Korea, 
Vietnam, Afghanistan, Iraq and now Syria. 
 
There are common denominators for all these conflicts. Australian forces have fought at a great 
distance from home, in wars where the US has taken the initiative. In none of these wars was the 
adversary any sort of threat to Australia – meaning that none of them has been ‘defensive’ in any 
meaningful sense. Time after time now, we have sent our personnel overseas to kill and be killed, 
and in all the examples I have given, the interests served have been those of the US rather than 
Australia. 
 
In the case of the disastrous invasion of Iraq in 2003, we know that we were led into that conflict on 
the basis of lies. And we know that its outcome is the chaos that we now watch unfolding across the 
whole region.  
 
Having been led into such a disaster by our ‘ally’ and ‘good friend’, the US, a reasonable person 
might pause and start wondering about the true worth of this alliance. But the inescapable reality is 
that ever since the invasion of Iraq, successive Australian governments have done everything they 
can to strengthen and ‘enhance’ it. I find this completely bizarre. On an individual level, we pride 
ourselves on being ruggedly independent and able to compete with anyone on the world stage. As a 
nation, we want to be taken seriously by the rest of the world – witness our recent participation on 
the UN’s Security Council. Meanwhile, in the background, we nurture this anachronistic notion that 
we need the US to ‘protect’ us. Yet we do not have the fortitude to call our ally to task over the way 
we were manipulated into going to war.  
 
I do not want to spend too much time on this, but I am willing to speak about it at greater length any 
time. 
 
But, getting back to Syria, Australia’s involvement there has no strategic relevance for this country. It 
simply slips us back into the same, old, familiar pattern of military subservience to the US, which 
means a naïve willingness to get involved in wars that serve the interests of the US - or those of a 
small elite within the US - without asking any of the necessary questions. 
 
Now, I am with a new and, I hope, growing organization - the Independent and Peaceful Australia 
Network (IPAN) - and we are determined to see Australia adopt more truly independent foreign and 
defence policies. We believe that, as a nation, we are quite capable of standing on our own two feet. 
We do not need a big brother to look after us any more, especially not a big brother that 
manipulates us into unnecessary conflicts that have no relevance to us. 
 
IPAN came into being when like-minded people across the country started to communicate with one 
another following the announcement that US marines were to be stationed in Darwin – and we are 
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calling for their removal.  Should we succeed - sorry, when we succeed in this - we will have achieved 
a significant, symbolic change in the nature of the Australia/US alliance. 
 
The presence of marines in Darwin is not unrelated to Australia joining the US-led bombing of Syria. 
On the contrary, both of them are the consequence of this distorted, unequal alliance we have with 
the US. And here I must salute Malcolm Fraser for making this argument so convincingly in his book, 
Dangerous Allies.3 
 
In summary, if we want to live in a genuinely independent and peaceful Australia, as I firmly believe 
we all do, we simply have to bring to an end our proclivity for involving ourselves in every war that 
serves the interests of an elite in the USA. 
 
Nick Deane 
October 20, 2015 
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